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Specialist Teachers and Visits
help to bring the curriculum  alive\

Mrs. Halley, the staff and governors of Bishop Wilton School are constantly looking for ways to
enrich the learning experience of the pupils. This year the school has been able to give the
pupils the benefit of working with a wide range of specialist teachers. As last year’s Ofsted report
acknowledged, Bishop Wilton School does already have a skilled team of teachers: ‘the teaching
is good and the curriculum is creative and interesting’. Nevertheless it is always good to be able
to draw on the knowledge and unique enthusiasm of specialists.

French and Sport Specialist Teachers are added tot _he Teaching Team

The provision of these specialists has been achieved partly by inviting teachers to undertake
short courses of work with the pupils and partly by taking advantage of the Government’s new
‘work/life balance’ initiative which requires that every week all teachers have some time during
school hours for lesson preparation. In these absences, native French speaker Mrs. Dowsett
teaches French to Infants and Juniors - and they are developing excellent French accents as a
result. In addition, Mr Pennington teaches sports and, due to his expertise, the children have
had the opportunity to develop skills in a whole range of sports.

Junior pupils have a go at hockey French with Mrs Dowsett

Music, Dance, Drama and Puppet Theatre Experiences

Visiting teachers have included music and dance teachers who helped the children to prepare
for the Christmas Show. Mr Simpkins and Mrs Holgate from Woldgate School worked with the
children on music and dance projects.



Three Junior pupils (Grace, Phillipa and Henry) have since been selected to join a new
programme at Woldgate School of extra-curricular lessons in Music that are specially designed
for ‘gifted and talented’ pupils. Grace has also been selected for the Dance programme.
Congratulations to all three.

The Infants and Reception pupils had noisy fun at a drumming lesson at Woldgate School. The
Juniors enjoyed attending two theatre performances. The whole school enjoyed a performance
by a saxophone quartet which included Miss Lumb who teaches woodwind at the school.

A puppet show by Theatre Group at the school was attended by all the children and this was
followed by a second visiting puppeteer allowing the children to work the puppets themselves.
The Juniors have also made shadow puppets this year.

Art and Animation Projects
All the children worked together with the County Art Advisor David Mell to create a willow
elephant.

Working on the fnishing touches



The animation project run by Paul Slater, a professional animator, certainly animated the
children as they learnt how animation works, planned their own films, made their models, filmed
and edited them. The resulting film was highly creative and a great success.
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Pupils working on the animation prbject

A visit to the Rocking Horse Shop and the Pottery at Fangfoss allowed the Infants to watch
craftspeople in action and, learning from the expert, to make a vehicle in clay themselves.

Westmount Rubbings also visited the school and taught all the children how to make brass
rubbings.




Modelling with clay at Fangfoss pottery A finished result proudly displayed

Clubs

Lunchtime and after school clubs and lessons have also allowed the children to develop their
skills and interests. Mrs Dowsett’s French Club and the Art Club continue to be popular and Mr
Pennington has also been running a very well attended Sports Club. A Drama club was also
popular. Several children have been learning to play the violin or woodwind instruments and
have enhanced Sharing Assemblies with their music.

Two lunchtime clubs have turned the children themselves into teachers! Alex masterminded a

Chess Club, helping fellow pupils to learn this challenging game, while Rebecca and Grace ran
the book Club, reading stories to the younger pupils.

A Note on Art Teaching

Ofsted praised the school’s art teaching and the children seem to agree with them! A survey
conducted by Alex found that art was the most popular subject. Using cross-curricular teaching
methods, the teachers are able to merge art into the study of many other subjects such as
geography (see Elephants below) and science (for example, the study of materials).



As Ofsted noted, ‘There is a wealth of opportunities for pupils to investigate things for
themselves and to express their creative ideas’. This year the Infants studied David Hockney’s
landscapes to help them in their own paintings, to fill all the space between the ground and the
sky. This learning was assisted by taking their sketchpads up Worsendale Road, to look down
over the village and out to the distant horizon. The Juniors visited the church in their study of
patterns.

The Infants made sketches for these landscapes ‘on location’.

The children are encouraged to develop their own styles. Any display of art at the school always
demonstrates a wide range of interpretations and use of materials.

The village show provides the children with an opportunity to demonstrate their terrific
achievements in art. Last year the cups were won by Chloe and Connor and this year by Alex
and Charlotte.



Elephants and Other Animals
Elephants

The willow elephant was not the only one in school this year! The Infants made characterful
plasticine elephants for their contribution to the animation project.
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Sea Creatures
The whole school visited the Scarborough Sea Life Centre and afterwards the beach.

Which animals are caged?! ulpting sah

Multimedia artwork by the Ju
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Z0oo Lab

The Zoo came to school with a range of animals the children could hold or stroke. The
cockroaches were very popular (because grown ups won'’t touch them!)

A giant snail, snake and rabbit absorb the pupils’ full attention

Goats

The children were also keen for others to benefit from animals: a project by Chloe raised £55
towards providing goats for poor farmers in other countries, and the school’s Harvest Festival

raised a further £75. (Other charity events raised funds for Maire Curie Cancer Care and the
British Heart Foundation)



We have the Technology....
and we love books, too!

With the whiteboard being well used in the Juniors class, a further whiteboard was installed in
the Infants class in September 2005. In September 2006 a third whiteboard was added to the
Foundation classroom. The Ofsted inspection in 2004 had criticised the ICT equipment. The
school is now very well equipped and those who have attended sharing assemblies will have
witnessed the pupils using the whiteboards. The animation project further developed the
children’s ICT skills and confidence.

The school now has a website so do please visit this regularly to keep up with what the children
are doing. www.bishop-wilton-ps.org.uk.

Whilst ICT is an important subject, there is still a role for books both for studying and for reading.
Infant and Foundation pupils read their books to their teacher almost every day (very unusual in
today’s primary schools). All the pupils demonstrated their love of books by dressing up as a
favourite character on National Book Day.

Foundation pupils celebrate their favourite books. The Juniors in character.



It's All Action!

To the delight of all the children, a new play trail and wall games were installed paid for by the
combined contributions of the school and the Friends of Bishop Wilton School. The children all
love the trail — and it certainly helps encourage a healthy amount of exercise.

Thank you to the committee of the Friends of Bishop Wilton School for all their hard work raising
these funds and to all who generously gave their time or money.

The addition of Mr. Pennington to the staff is also helping to inspire the children with a love of
sport. All the Juniors joined in the swimming lessons at Francis Scaife and all achieved level 2 or
above. Meanwhile the Infants and Reception children developed their gymnastic skills in the
Sports Hall. The school was criticised by Ofsted for poor gymnastic achievement — a difficult
weakness to solve with no school hall. Using Francis Scaife is helping to address this.

A skip-athon in aid of the British Heart Foundation helped raise the childrens’ awareness of the
link between fithess and health and got them all skipping.



The Skipathon Applying new skipping skills on Sports Day

Mr Pennington contributed many fun new ideas to sports day which was as usual a noisy
success. The Infants cup was won by Charlotte and the Juniors cup by Chloe. Congratulations
to both and to all who took part.

Jumping Juniors! Reception children racing ahead

The Infants are all smiles on Sports Day



Actions in response to Ofsted
and Parents’ comments

Mrs Halley, the staff and governors are constantly looking for ways to make the school the best
it can possibly be. Whilst the Ofsted report was largely very favourable, five areas were
highlighted requiring improvement. All of these have been addressed in our quest to constantly
improve the school. In response to a questionnaire, parents also contributed helpful ideas for
improvements.

New ICT equipment in use in the Infants and Foundation classrooms

1. ICT: Whiteboards have now been installed in all three classrooms. The Juniors now have
laptops. Better workstations for computer usage have been installed and new software
purchased. Staff have also received training. The achievements of the older pupils have already
been significantly enhanced by these improvements in resources and accommodation and it is
anticipated a that the Infants and Foundation children will now also benefit.

2. Gymnastics: Francis Scaife sports Centre is being used as the venue for gymnastic tuition for
the Infants and Reception.

3. Early Years and Foundation: New policies and monitoring systems are now in place to ensure
that Ofsted’s demand for the right level of challenge for all the children is met.

4. Records of Pupils’ Progress: New individual records have been created and are kept up to
date.

5. School Year End Reports: New, more thorough reports have been used for the last two years.
Other initiatives have been:

Head Teacher’s ‘surgery’ every Thursday evening for parents to drop in.
Listening Box provided for children to make suggestions or share any worries.



Goodbye...and Hello

Goodbye
Pupils: Sadly we said goodbye to Julian, Connor and Warwick who all moved house during the

year. We wish them all the best in their new schools. We also said goodbye to the three year 6
pupils Rebecca, Chloe and Alex. We will miss Rebecca and Chloe’s musical contributions and
Chloe’s stunning artwork. Chloe’s interest in charities to help poorer people and her drive to
replace Christmas cards with charity donations was an example to all. Most of all we will miss
their friendly and helpful attitude to all the younger children, through the Chess and Book Clubs
and also every day in the classroom and playground. We wish them all the best at Woldgate and
expect to hear great things of them in the future!

Hello

Staff: We welcomed Mrs Digby (Teaching Assistant), Mrs. Dowsett (French) and Mr. Pennington
(Sport).

Pupils: We welcomed Grace, Alastair, Sammi. Arthur, David, Harry, Sidney, Esme, Adam and
James to the Foundation class, William to Infants and Phillipa to the Junior class. In September
2006 we also welcome Maddy and Emma to the Foundation class, Tiger to Infants and Alfie,
Lucy and Daniel (who is returning to the school after a few years in Spain) to Juniors. We wish
all these children the very best and hope they will enjoy their time at Bishop Wilton School.




